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Sex paratur aut decem fophos nummis. 


Secreta quare carmina, et rudes curas, 


Quas novit unus, {criniogue fignatas 
Cuffodit ipfe virginis pater charte. 
Mercare tales ab eo, nec feiet quifquam. Marr. 


To M. TOWN, 


MONG the many Regi/fer Offices erected 

within thefe few years paft, I am furprized 

Swe that no fcheme of the like nature has been 

ia. thought of for the fervice of literature ; and 

that no place has been fet apart, where 

Literary Commodities of every fort might be difpofed of ; 
where men of learning might meet with employment, and 
where others, who want their affiftance, might be fure to 
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meet with men of learning. There is nothing of this kind 


in being at prefent, except among the bookfellers ; who 
have made a monopoly of the trade, and engrofled the 
whole market to themfelves. To remedy this inconvenience, 
my defign is to fet up a Lirerary RecisTeR OFFICE: 
for which purpofe I intend to hire the now ufelefs theatre 
in Lincolns Inn Fields, and convert it into a mart for the 
ftaple commodities of the literary commonwealth. I fhall 
here fit up apartments for the reception of my authors, who 
will be employed from time to time in fupplying the public 
with the requifite manufaCtures. This {cheme, will, I doubt 
not, meet with great encouragement, as it is of general 
utility: and I do not remember any defign of the fame 
nature, except at a barber’s on the other fide the water, who 
has hung out a board over his thop with the following in- 
{cription 





Letters read and written for Servants and 
others. 


I sHatt always have a frefh affortment of goods in the 
beft tafte and neweft fafhion: as of Novels for example, 
while the humour of reading them is prevalent among all 
ranks of people. For this branch I fhall retain a very emi- 
nent mafter-novellift, to cut out adventures and intrigues ; 
and fhall employ a proper number of hands to finifh the 
work with all poffible care and expedition: and if any ladies 
of quality, or others, chufe to furnifh their own materials for 
Memoirs and Apologies, they may have them done up, and. 
be fitted exactly, at my Office. Befides feveral others, 
which my men fhall get up with the greateft difpatch, I 
can aflure you I have myfelf worked night and day, and 
have already finifhed fix and thirty fheets of the Hiftory of 
Mifs Sukey Sapkng, Written by Herfelf. 


PAMPHLETS 
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Pamputets of all forts fhall be compofed, whenever 
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any popular fubject ftarts up, that is likely to engage the 
attention of the public. Every new play fhall be followed 
by an Examen or Remarks: all riots at either play-houfe 
will afford fcope for Letters to the Managers; and every 
new actor or actrefs produce theatrical criticifms. Poetry, 
you know, Mr. Town, is a mere drug; but I thall always 
have a number of ready-made Odes by me, which may 
be fuited to any Great Man, dead of alive, in place or out 
of place. I fhall alfo have a large bundle of Poems on 
Jeveral Occafions, very proper for any gentleman or lady, 
who chufes to publifh by fubfcription; befides a more 
ordinary fort of Hymns to the Morning, Verfes on the 
Death of ——, Odes to Mifs 4. B.C. Acroftics and Re- 
buffes, for the ufe of the Magazines: to be fold a penny- 
worth, with allowance to thofe who take a great quantity. 


WirTHu regard to Law matters, as they have no fort of 
connexion with wit or learning, I fhall not concern myfelf 
with their unintelligible jargon; nor prefume to interfere with 
thofe authors in parchment, who meafure their words by the 
foot-rule, and fell their writings at fo much fer line. How- 
ever, J fhall furnifh young Students of the feveral Inns of 
Court with complete Canons of Criticifm, and Opinions on 
any new theatrical Cafes ; on which they may argue very 
learnedly at a tavern, or plead at the bar of a coffee-houfe, 
For Medical fubjeéts, I fhall procure a learned Graduate by 
Diploma frgm abroad, whofe practice will not fo much take 
up his time as to prevent his being at leifure to write oc- 
cafional treatifes, fetting forth the virtues of any newly- 
invented Powder, or newly-difcovered Water. He thalb 
alfo draw up the advertifements for medicines, that remove 
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all difeafes, and are never known to fail ; he thall compile 
the wonderful accounts of their furprifing cures; and fur- 
nifh cafes that never happened, and affidavits that were 
never made. With refpeét to ‘Divinity, as I have reafon to 
believe that controverfial writings will be often called for, I 
intend to bargain with the Robin Hood Society to undertake 
in the lump to furnith my Office with Defences of Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, &c. and till I can procure fome poor curate out 
of the country, or fervitor from the univerfity, to write the 
Manufcript Sermons of eminent Divines lately deceafed, war- 
ranted originals, 1 muft make fhift with the Fleet Parfons 


now out of bufinefs. 


Tuoucu I fhall not keep any dramatic works ready made 
by me, (as thefe commodities are apt to grow ftale and out 
of fafhion,) yet either of the theatres may be ferved with 
tragedy, comedy, farce, or the like, by befpeaking them, and 
giving but three days notice. For the comic pieces I fhall 
employ a poet, who has long worked for the drolls at Bar- 
tholomew and Southwark fairs, and has printed a comedy as 
it was half acted at Drury-Lane. My tragedies will be 
furnifhed by a North Briton, who walked up to London 
from his native country laft winter with a moft fublime 
tragedy in his coat-pocket, and which is now to be difpofed 
of to the beft bidder. Any old play of Shakefpeare or Ben 
‘obnfon thall be pieced with modern ones according to the 
prefent tafte, or cut out in airs and recitative for an Englhifh 
Opera. Rhymes for Pantomimes may be had, to be fet to 
the clack of a mill, the tinkling of a tin cafcade, or the 
flaps of Harlequin’s wooden {word. The proprietors of 
our public Gardens, during the fummer feafon, may be alfo’ 
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fupplied from. my Office with Love-Songs to a new burthen, 
or comic Dialogues in Crambe; and words fhall at any time 
be fitted to the mufic, after the tunes are compofed. 


As I propofe to make my Office of general utility, every 
thing that bears the leaft affinity to literature will be natu- 
rally comprehended in my Scheme. Members of Parliament 
may be fupplied with Speeches on any political fubje&t; and 
Country Juftices may, on directing a letter to the Office 
poft paid, have Charges to the Jury at the Quarter Seffions 
fent down to them by the firft coach or waggon. Addrefles 
on particular occafions fhall be drawn up for the worfhipful 
mayor and aldermen of any city or corporation: Laws, 
Rules, Regulations, or Orders, fhall be formed for the 
Anti-Gallicans, Ubiquarians, Gregorians, or any private 
clubs and focieties. N. B. The Free Mafons may depend 
upon fecrefy. 


Many advantages may likewife accrue to the polite 
world from the eftablifhment of my Office. Gentlemen 
and ladies may have Billet-doaux written for them with 
the moft foft and languifhing expreffions: Meflage 
Cards, and Invitations to Routs, fhall be filled up and cir- 
culated at fo much per hundred, or undertaken in the 
grofs at a.fixed price all the year round. Beaux may 
be accommodated with letters of gallantry to fend to their 
Jaundreffes, or ‘have them copied out in a fafhionable female 
fcrawl, and directed to themfelves; which they may fhew 
about’ as coming from ladies of quality in love with them. 
Gentlemen who love fighting, but cannot write, may have 
challenges pen’d for them in the true ftile and fpirit of a 
modern Blood, 
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TuHeER® are many other conveniencies arifing from: 
fuch an Office, which it would ‘be too tedious to enume-) 
rate: and ‘it will be‘found: to be no lefs beneficial to. you 
authors, Mr. Town, than thofe other Regi/ler Offices are to 
men and maid-fervants. If an author (for example) wants 
employment, or is out of place, he has nothing to do but 
to enter his name with me, and I hall prefently get him 
work : or if a bookfeller wants an hand for any particular. 
job, (as a tranflation-fpinner, a novel-weaver, a play-. 
wright, a verfe-turner, or the like) upon fearching my 
books he will be fure to meet with a man fit for the bufinefs. 
In fhort, any compofition, in profe or rhyme, and on any, 
fubje@, may be procured at a minute’s warning, by ap- 
plying to my Office: and 1 dare fay, you yourfelf, Mr, 
Town, will be very glad. now.and then to purchafe a Con 
noiffeur of me, whenever the idle fit feizes you. If that 
fhould happen to come upon you this week, and you have 
nothing better, you will ‘oblige me by laying the fchéthe 
here fent before your readers ; and in return; you fhall have’ 


the credit of publifhing your papers at my Office, as foon: 
as it is opened, and welcome. 


I am, Sir, 


Your humble Servant, 


J. WITSELL.. 


*.* On Tuefday /a/t was publifoed The CONNOISSEUR: 
(revifed andcorrected, with @ new Tranflation of the Mottos 
and Quotations) ia Two neat Pocket Volumes, Price 
Six Shillings Jound, 


Printed for R. BALDWIN, at the Rof in Pater-nofter Rew; where 
may be had the Firft Volume, or any odd Numbers, : 





